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TAGS:A G, SGEN, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNESCO 94TH EXBD 

1. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT USDEL SEEK TO HAVE EXBD PLACE 
ITEM ON AGENDA FOR 18TH GENERAL CONFERENCE THAT WOULD 
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS UNESCO'S EFFORTS IN REGARD TO THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN THE BROAD CONTEXT OF 
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY, EMPLOYMENT 
AND PARTICIPATION IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND IN THE 
POLITICAL SPHERE. 

2. OUR REVIEW OF UNESCO'S CURRENT PROGRAMS, PLANS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN S YEAR 1975 AND OBJECTIVES TO BE 
USED FOR MEDIUM-TERM PLANNING (RE: OBJECTIVE 1.6 IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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18C/4) LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT THIS IS STILL A MUCH 
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NEGLECTED AREA THAT URGENTLY REQUIRES A MORE DYNAMIC 
RESPONSE FROM THE TOP MANAGEMENT OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

3. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE PERIODICALLY COMMENTED UPON SPECIFIC 
UNESCO PROGRAMS, SUCH AS THOSE LISTED IN 18C/5, AND PLAN TO 
CONTINUE TO CALL ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT OF WOMEN WHEN 
SPECIFIC ISSUES ARISE WHICH AFFORD THE OPPORTUNITY FOR SUCH 
COMMENT, WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS HIGH TIME THIS ISSUE RECEIVE 
TOP VISIBILITY AND CONSIDERATION THAT CAN ONLY COME FROM 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

4. AS YOU KNOW, RECENT COURT DECISIONS AND LEGISLATIVE 
ACTION (E.G., THE PERCY AMENDMENT TO THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1973) HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT INTEREST 
AND CONCERN IN THIS QUESTION ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH. SISCO 
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